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Editorial
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As one enters a rural village in India or whole
of South Asia, one is often confronted with
many unpleasant and depressing scenes
like muddy waters, dirty lanes, inadequate
shelter, lack of drainage and sewarage
facilities. One would wish to overhaul the
total habitat conditions where people would
live in cleaner environment, environment
friendly houses, clean drinking water and
children spend their time in schools or play
in clean conditions. The ‘wish’ would become
a reality only if there are toilets in the village
and people do not have to defecate in the
open, if there are management systems for
appropriate disposal of the domestic as well
as other agricultural wastes. The wastes
generated could be used for generation of
energy through bio-gas systems and rural
road construction. An overall improvement
of the rural living would also mean disaster
resistant safe houses which will require not
only safer construction but also adequate
habitat planning.

Many rural development schemes have
been generated by the State and Central
Governments which target one issue at a
time. For example, the Indira Aawas Yojna

Best Practices with Good Policy –
A Challenge for Rural Habitat

is related to construction of pucca houses
for families Below Poverty Level (BPL) does
not include provision for planning of streets,
pathways etc. Similarly, isolated schemes
exist for bio-mass energy generation using
cow dung and some agricultural waste
materials. Drinking water supply has also
been taken-up in many areas. To improve
the livelihood conditions of the rural people,
Rozgar Yojna and Minimum Rural
Employment Schemes exist. Though these
schemes are well-intentioned, there is a
need to establish an overall integrated policy
which would cover all the areas such as
livelihood, better housing, clean drinking
water, human waste and domestic waste
disposal management, alternative energy
as well as conservation of energy. To begin
there is a need to use such a concept and
develop few model villages which could
serve as examples for better habitat for the
rural population.

Prof. Anand Swarup Arya
National Seismic Advisor

National Disaster Management Division
Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India

anandsarya@gmail.com
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Eco-Sanitation:
A Solution for Post Tsunami Reconstruction

Several tsunami resettlement sites all over
coastal Sri Lanka have experienced major
problems. Due to unsuitable sanitary waste
handling systems being built or failure of
conventional septic tank systems, there has
been environmental threats. The failure of
conventional septic tank systems is largely
due to high water table levels or low
permeability of soil due to rocky and hard
ground surfaces at housing settlement sites.
Also scarcity of water in some areas and
population density in other areas created
conditons which prevented construction of
conventional toilets. Cost-effective solutions
are not easily available to solve problems
arising out of malfunctioned sanitary waste
handling systems in large housing
settlements. Practical Action’s Integrated
Housing Services (IHS) has acquired
knowledge and experience in cost-effective
eco sanitation and used its expertise in
implementing dry compost toilets as an
appropriate technology to overcome the
sanitation problems experienced in several
resettlement sites.

Following a Norwegian Aid for Development
Cooperation (NORAD) funded project in
collaboration with Helvetas Sri Lanka and
Rural Drinking Water Supply & Sanitation
Sector Collaborative Group Sri Lanka, a
technical manual on rural water supply and
sanitation was published in November 2001.
The manual included technical information
on dry compost toilets that use environ-
mentally friendly excreta disposal system
wherein the decomposed excreta content
(human waste) becomes usable as compost
after a period of time. The urine and wash
water, which combines to form an excellent
fertilizer, are channeled separately into
prepared plant beds in the compound. Such
dry compost systems have been used
successfully in China, Vietnam, India and
many Asian countries for many years. In

2000 & 2001, the National Water Supply and
Drainage Board of Sri Lanka conducted pilot
projects using this dry compost system in
Matale, Kalutara and Ratmalana. Therefore,
Practical Action had a sound basis for
promoting dry compost toilet systems where
conventional septic tanks or other sanitation
systems were inoperable.

Practical Action constructed 110 Urine
Diversion Dry Toilets (UDDT) in the tsunami
affected areas Matara, Galle, Kaluthara,
Colombo and of southern and eastern part
of Sri Lanka. These dry compost toilets can
be easily constructed by masons who follow
building plan drawings. All the materials for
construction are readily available in rural
areas except for the fibre glass eco
pans which have to be purchased from
manufacturing centres. The manufacturers
of fiber glass eco pans were also given
training by Practical Action as a part of their
capacity building program.

Installation of these tanks cost nearly half
the cost of Bio cell tanks which have been
used by some organizations to handle
sanitary waste problems in the post-tsunami
housing sites.

Though eco-sanitation solutions have
proved to be effective and welcomed by
users, there was initial resistance from
Public Health Inspectors (PHIs) who
refused to approve the construction of these
toilets as their official manual did not have
provision for UDDT. Happily however, after
two years of repeated efforts by Practical
Action in 2007, the Ministry of Healthcare
and Nutrition endorsed and approved the
use of eco sanitation systems as a viable
alternative to conventional sanitation
systems. A significant event that prompted
the Health Ministry’s response was the
presentation made by Practical Action’s

eco-san specialist at a national conference
on waste water management and sanitation
held in Colombo on March 2007 followed
by presentation at National Water Supply
and Drainage Boards (NWSDB), a key stake
holder in policy decision making. Prior to this
event UN-Habitat was made aware of the
viability of adopting eco-san dry compost
systems locally, at a presentation made by
IHS in 2006 at the Housing and Habitat
Forum in Colombo. The Housing and Habitat
Forum was composed of key players in the
post-tsunami reconstruction program in all
affected districts. UN Habitat and WHO
evidently did much to influence the Ministry
of Health to endorse eco-san after they were
alerted by IHS to the difficulties experienced
over a period of two years to motivate the
Ministry of Health to endorse eco-san dry
compost sanitation systems as a viable
alternative when conventional approved
sanitation systems are deemed dyfunct in
specific locations.

To publicize the usefulness of dry compost
sanitary waste handling systems, in 2007
Practical Action arranged for a press briefing
and field visits to locations where eco-
sanitation toilets had been constructed and
were in use. This triggered the process of
replication. Requests for dry toilet system
construction came from tsunami affected
districts in the South. Habitat for Humanity,
International Federation of Red Cross
Society and CARE International, Sri Lanka
engaged in working in post-tsunami housing
reconstruction, had also requested Practical
Action for technical assistance and training
to construct dry compost toilets.

Ramona Miranda
Communications Team Leader

Practical Action,Sri Lanka
ramona.miranda@practicalaction.org.lk
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Improving housing conditions for the poor
is important not only from a fundamental
human rights angle, but also for maintaining
hygienic and dignified living conditions.
There is a growing evidence  demonstrating
that improving these amenities may also
promote productivity, ultimately leading to
greater economic development. However, a
large shelterless population continues to
exist in India and reasons are plenty. Rural
poor face economic constraints in
transforming their houses from poor or semi-
permanent materials to permanent
structures.

The rural population can broadly be
categorised into three sections: the affluent,
the rural middle and the rural poor – all
having different economic capacities.
Considering this, Development Alternatives’
initiated an action research project for testing
and developing varied habitat – finance
products for the rural mass in India.

The incubation
A national workshop was organized by the
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABARD) in November 2005.
It was proposed that there is a need
for  effective delivery of habitat finance
to the poor. The discussion created an
environment for the people at the policy level
to think on the same grounds and build into
their systems a scope for carrying out
research towards the development of rural
habitat credit products which can be
effectively delivered.

Making use of this opportunity, Development
Alternatives developed three habitat finance
models that are now being tested in the
villages of Bundelkhand, Madhya Pradesh
and in the Tiruvallur district of Tamil Nadu,
India.

The three models are:

I. Finance for integrated habitat and
livelihood services for rural poor.

II. Finance linked with technical support for
rural middle class.

III. Credit for habitat and infrastructure in
conjunction with specific government
schemes for village institutions.

First model:
The first model has been developed for the
rural poor to reduce their vulnerability by

Habitat Finance Products for Rural Areas

giving them credit for livelihood creation and
construction of houses.

Initially Rs. 3,000/- to Rs. 4,000/- would be
provided per client as credit support for
livelihood generation activities. Based on the
repayment status, the loan could be
extended up to Rs. 10,000. The rate of
interest is nearly 11% per annum, payback
at two years period. In addition to this,
housing loan between Rs. 8000 and
Rs. 49,000 would also be sanctioned after
three months of disbursing the livelihood
loan at 9% interest for seven years.

Second model:
The second model has been designed to
cater to the rural middle class, focusing on
technical support linked with habitat finance.
The monthly income of this segment of
clients is around Rs. 3,000/- to Rs. 5,000/-
per month. In spite of regular source of
income, the economic condition of rural
middle class does not allow them to
construct permanent houses. For the semi-
permanent house that they construct,
Rs. 5,000/- on is spent on an average for
repair works annually. These expenditures
are also unaffordable.

To provide habitat services through micro-
credit is the key objective of the second
model. Apart from this, this model insists
banks to provide technical services to the
clients. Under this, a unit cost loan of
Rs. 49,000/- would be provided. [Cost of
house construction in Bundelkhand is
Rs. 55,000,  unskilled labor charges is
Rs. 3,000/- and processing fee is
Rs. 2,600/- (i.e. Rs. 55,000 – Rs. 3,000 +
Rs. 2600 =  Rs. 49,400). Loan is given at
9.5% interest for  seven years. Repayments
are based on equated monthly installments
(EMIs).

Designing and detailing exercise would be
conducted with individual clients before
construction of their houses. The quality
certification will also be provided to individual
clients by the service provider who would also
be responsible for the capacity building of
masons. Banks will bear the cost of technical
services and management costs.

Third model:
The core focus of the third model is
on community habitat infrastructure
development. The target client includes

village institutions like Panchayat. This is
also known as the “Clean Village” initiative.
As per this model, Panchayats could receive
credit from financial Institutions for habitat
infrastructure development in their villages.

This model is presently being tested in
Kuthambakkam Panchayat of Tiruvallur
district, Tamil Nadu by Trust for Village Self
Governance (TVSG).

Through this model, TVSG is trying to
sensitize and create a conducive
environment for village infrastructure
development. Building material workshop
has also been set up to supply the raw
materials for the construction of houses
and related habitat services such as toilets,
water tanks etc. Panchayats have been
encouraged to avail credit from banks for
habitat infrastructure development such as
“Solid Waste Management”. On behalf of the
Panchayat, TVSG would deposit margin
money (10% of the total cost) as collateral
to banks to avail loans. 60% of the project
cost would be given as loan by the banks
@ 10% interest per annum, payable at 60
installments. Remaining 40% of the cost
would have to be contributed by the
Panchayats. They would be also responsible
for the construction and maintenance of
Solid Waste Management systems. Quality
certification would be provided by the Public
Health and Engineering Depar tment
(PHED). Designing and detailing exercise
would be conducted in consultation with
Gram Sabhas and Panchayat repre-
sentatives. The Village Development
Committee would monitor the activities
initiated by Panchayat for developing the
habitat infrastructure.

The three models if found successfull in the
pilot villages would then be handed over to
the banks who might want to deliver similar
financial products for housing and habitat
to rural India.

Ajay Kumar
Project Officer – Rural Innovation Fund

Development Alternatives, New Delhi
akumar2@devalt.org
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In Bangladesh, about 80% people live in
rural areas. Rural people build houses with
their own initiatives, but these houses can
not withstand natural disasters because of
poor construction methods and materials
used.  Due to poor economic status, they
are also not in a position to repair or upgrade
their houses regularly. Currently more than
30% of the rural population do not have a
roof above their heads and 85% of them live
in kutchha houses (earthen/bamboo/timber
plinth, walls made of organic materials and
roof with thatch).

It is a known fact that Bangladesh is a highly
flood-prone country so significant number
of houses specially in the rural areas are
destroyed every year. To a large extent,
the  cause of destruction results from
poor technical knowledge of housing
construction.

In Bangladesh, inspite of the severe crisis
of rural housing, government and other
stakeholders have made little or no effort
in this regard.  Increasing trend of homeless-
ness, encroachment of land, increase in
price of construction materials, lack of

access to safe water and sanitation,
decrease in purchasing capacity of the poor
gradually jeopardizes the housing situation
in Bangladesh. The  National Housing Policy
1993 of Bangladesh has little focus on rural
housing issues. Lack of access and
availability of financial resources, natural
building resources affect the ability of poor
households to cope with the demands of
building and repairing houses, augmenting
their vulnerability to hazards such as floods.

In a sitation like this where there is limited
support from the Government, Grambangla
Unnayan Committee is in the process of
drafting a rural habitat policy and landscape
strategy proposal for the Govenment of
Bangladesh. Though it is in its nascent stage
now, the proposal would be taken forward
to the government in the course of time. The
proposal addresses the need to develop
vulnerability reduction options based on local
knowledge, supplemented by insights from
the outside that are sensitive to local
concerns. Local knowledge systems are
increasingly being recognized as invaluable,
particularly because of their potential
for contributing towards sustainable

development. The proposal also recognizes
that housing problems are often restricted
to technological solutions. Thus the social
and human dimension of housing should be
given considerable importance.

It is also essential to develop the skills of
local masons and small contractors who
continue to play significant role in the
construction process for low-income groups.

It is hoped that the proposal would address
the needs of the marginalized and show
direction to the Govenment towards the
development of an integrated rural housing
policy.

Rural Housing: Bangladesh

Disasterprone houses in Bangladesh

A K M Maksud
Executive Director

Grambangla Unnayan Committee, Bangladesh
grambangla@yahoo.com

and

Imtiaj Rasul
Program Advisor,

Grambangla Unnayan Committee, Bangladesh
imtirasul@yahoo.com



basin-South Asia News / 2008 / No. 116

Learning from Practice to Policy –
Investments in Services Delivery for Eco-habitat

Focus

Grass Roots Learning from Good
Practice
In 2006-2007, 100 rural middle-class and
poor families from Village Mador, Tikamgarh
district and Village Richari Datia district of
Madhya Pradesh, India constructed small
pucca (permanent) houses with bathing
rooms and toilets.  All 100 houses were
constructed using eco-friendly construction
systems such as the rat-trap bond masonry,
Reinforced  Cement Concrete (RCC) door
and window frames, and stone slab roofs by
skilled local masons. All these families
accessed soft loans up to Rs. 12,000 from a
revolving fund supported by Development
Alternatives and Habitat for Humanity, India.
The poorest of these have also accessed
the Government of India’s Social Housing
Scheme – Indira Awas Yojna of Rs. 25,000
while those who could afford, have put in
equivalent amount of savings for the
construction.

Women Self Help Group members in villages
of Tirucharapalli district of Tamil Nadu linked
with the NGO SEVAI have accessed soft
loans from their federation to construct pucca
homes using eco-friendly and cost-effective
technologies such as ferro-cement and
concrete block masonry with the technical
services including building materials from the
local entrepreneurial building centre – the
Econ-Industries. Over the past 10 years,
about 2000 families have accessed the
services of Econ-Industries.

Similary, rural families have over the past six
years benefited from services of the Ashraya
Building Materials and Services Bank at
Chowdwar in Orissa.  They have accessed
eco-friendly materials such as Stabilized
Compressed Earth blocks, Micro Concrete
Roofing tiles, RCC planks and joists and fly-
ash blocks to construct pucca homes.
Construction services are being accessed
from locally trained masons and soft loans
are being accessed from the Orissa Housing
Finance Corporation linked by the NGO
CORE who is managing this process.

Each of the above cases describe a
successful process of housing delivery in
remote rural areas serviced by a technical
support agency/ social entrepreneur that has
created in its catchment area, an assured
supply of eco-building materials, a cadre of
delivery agents and links to soft finance.
In addition, each social entrepreneur
provides a “customer support service” that
includes design and estimation, guidance for
use of eco-friendly building materials and
technical supervision of construction.  Many
of the families who have accessed technical

and financial services are on the borderline
of what is classified as “Below Poverty Line
(BPL)”. What is common is that all of them
are linked to savings groups or common
interest groups.

Such “islands of success” led by civil society
organizations exist in other states of India
as well.  But, the fact remains that these
are “islands” supported by external
“development grants”.  While all of the above
social entrepreneurs charge a service fee
from their rural customers, not all
businesses are profitable and depend on
development grants suppor t, cross
subsidies for survival.

If these islands are to multiply across the
country, leading to ‘Adequate Shelter for All’;
supportive policies are required that would
create a favourable environment for
sustainable habitat services to be delivered
to rural families.

Policy Environment
However, if we look at the Policy
Environment of today we do not find
adequate support to enable rural housing
services to flourish.  The Government
spends millions each year in grant support
to the poorest families to construct pucca
homes. The same Government now
accepts that the quantity of grants is
inadequate to construct even a single room
shelter.  Whether or not, this shelter will be
of adequate quality – durable, safe against
natural disasters, responsive to local climate
and using eco-fr iendly construction
technology is highly questionable.

While trends in rural areas and small towns
indicate a clear aspiration towards pucca
construction, alternatives for affordable,

environment friendly pucca construction are
not readily available to rural customers.
Local eco-housing services for the rural
society do not exist in most of India.
The reasons are not difficult to find. Viable
systems of supply and construction skills for
eco-technologies along with links with easy
financing do not exist.  Thus, sustainable
building systems or Cost-effective
environment friendly construction systems
are inaccessible – not main-streamed and
not popular.

Imperatives for a Facilitative
Policy
In all the examples where eco-building is
becoming popular, we find that delivery
mechanisms are designed to serve the
entire rural society and not targeted at only
the poor.  However, interests and concerns
of the poorest are taken into consideration
and special efforts to link poor families with
livelihood supports, easier financing and
certification of land papers is taken up to
help integrate them with the economic
mainstream.

Experience from practice on ground says
that the supply side needs to be
strengthened, and the demand needs to be
broad-based within the larger rural society.
We, therefore, need policies that

(a) support the creation of supply systems
for eco-friendly and cost effective
construction technologies in rural areas.
This includes facilitating the sustenance
of local material production, skills,
technical guidance and easy finance
both for home builders and service
agents.  This needs systematic capacity
building of artisans, fiscal support to
small production facilities, regional

Women constructing their own houses
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There are many meanings to environmental
sustainability. It is a concept, like resources,
that has different meanings within different
cultural contexts, although most contain the
element of meeting present human and
ecosystem needs without compromising
those of the future. Aga Khan Planning and
Building Service, Pakistan (AKPBS,P) uses
this term in the context of ‘the ability to
maintain the qualities that are valued in the
physical environment.’ AKPBS,P aims to
transform the way land, water, mineral and
energy resources are used through a better
understanding of human and environmental
systems and the use of new technologies.

AKPBS,P started a project called ‘Conserving
Energy and Promoting Environmental
Sustainability’ in January 2006 to promote
environmental sustainability in the Thatta
District of Pakistan. The project focussed on
Keti Bunder and Ghora Bari Talukas of the
district and is successfully completed. It has
achieved its strategic objective to build the
capacity of 6 local civil society organizations
of Thatta to effectively address environmental
and energy related issues.

In order to encourage environmental
sustainability, the project used different
methodologies for the promotion of energy
efficient products under the Building and
Construction Improvement Programme
(BACIP).

As many as 288 BACIP products like 213
stoves, 62 muhafiz and 13 water warming
facility units were installed in project villages.
These products possess the quality to

Conserving Energy and Promoting
Environmental Sustainability

conserve energy and are also sustainable
in nature. The BACIP products can also be
easily replicated. Throughout the project
period, 302 BACIP stoves were replicated
by the entrepreneurs on community
demands and 23 entrepreneurs were
trained to manufacture varied products.
The project also organized health and

Case
Study

BACIP Stove

Geyser

hygiene campaigns in all the project villages.

Low cost local household products have
also been promoted to bring incredible
changes in the livelihood and living patterns
of the rural communities.

Brochures on BACIP products were
developed for distribution in the area to raise
awareness of the general public on the
benefits of these products on livelihoods
and publicize the efforts of United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), Global
Environmental Facility (GEF), Small Grants
Programme (SGP) and AKPBS, P on the
conservation of energy and environment.
The field team organized display centres
and established sales points at eight
different locations of the district (Thatta).
These products were put on display with
appropriate messages relayed time by time
by the host team.

Several other measures were taken to
popularize BACIP products in other locations.
20 village level publicity workshops were
organized in 13 villages in which both men
and women participated. A one day
dissemination workshop was organized in
Badin district with the objective to spread
aware amongst NGOs, CBOs, local
government, media and other organizations
who work with communities.

Considering the importance of educating
females on BACIP products as they are the
end users of these products, village level
publicity workshops were organized to teach
them how to use the products properly. The
field team also organized school festivals
in villages to spread awareness amongst
children.

By adopting these technologies the
communities were encouraged to spare
amounts of energy and money spent
otherwise.

Minhajuddin Khurram
Communications Manager

Aga Khan Planning and Building Service
Pakistan

minhaje@akpbs.org

technical resource centres to service the
supply engines such as enterprise
support centres

(b) facilitate “market development”
measures for eco-builders and small
entrepreneurs. Market development
supports will include incentives for users
of eco-friendly construction (eg. Interest
subsidies for eco-construction), as well
as supportive regulations such as norms
and standards for construction

Unless supportive measures as above are
facilitated nationally and implemented locally
at state and district levels, we will continue
to have “grant suppor ted islands of
successes” but no sustainable and dynamic
habitat process in village India. The
fragmented approach that looks at housing

as separate from habitat (shelter including
basic amenities, infrastructure contextually
within the local economic, institutional
environment) and which addresses only a
segment of the rural society needs to
change to now service “whole village
systems”.

A Rural Housing and Habitat
Policy for India
Over the past two years, basin-South Asia
took-up a mission to connect the learning
from good practice in rural housing from the
grassroots to policy formulation at the
national level.  This mission has resulted in
a proposal to the Government of India from
the “People of India” for a National Rural
Housing and Habitat Policy. This proposal
details out the systemic measures required Contd. on page 8

to be put in place to snow-ball a sustainable
rural housing and habitat process.

The proposal has been developed through
intensive consultations with stakeholders
across 19 states, 1 UT, 10 districts and 50
sample villages of India. It has been
enriched with grassroots knowledge as well
as expertise in the areas of habitat planning,
housing finance, construction technology,
land rights, environmental concerns,
decentralized governance, gender and
equity issues.  It brought together grassroots
civil society organisation, governments at
panchayat, state and national levels,
academic institutions, technical agencies,
financial agencies, construction industries
and human rights groups in productive
dialogue.
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basin-South Asia Regional Knowledge Platform (basin-SA) is
committed to “developing knowledge systems and promoting
collaborative action within South Asia to enable access by the poor
to sustainable habitat and livelihoods.”

Development Alternatives is a not-for-profit sustainable development
enterprise that designs and promotes programmes and products which,
through the use of alternative technology, contribute to the enrichment
of human life.

Regional Knowledge Platform

South Asia

Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC), India is
Switzerland’s international cooperation agency within the Swiss Foreign
Ministry.

Aga Khan Planning and Building Services, Pakistan works to
improve the built environment through the provision of technical
assistance and construction management services.

Auroville Earth Institute aims to research, develop, promote and
transfer earth-based technologies which are cost and energy effective.

Exnora International, India works as a catalyst in bringing about local
initiative and community participation in overall improvement in quality
of life.

Orissa Development Technocrats’ Forum, India works to facilitate
an effective rural housing delivery system through appropriate
technologies and  sustainable livelihoods.

Coastal Area Disaster Mitigation Efforts, India is a network of twenty
voluntary organizations working for disaster preparedness of Fishing
Communities in India.

Trust for Village Self Governance, India is a charitable trust focusing
on local self governance in villages for creating sustainable employment
through habitat development.

Grambangla Unnayan Committee, Bangladesh is a non-profit, non-
governmental organization working  for people affected by extreme
poverty, exclusion and disease.

TVSG

Centre for Ecocentric Development and People’s Action, Nepal is
a non-profit, non-governmental organization working for “People
Centered, Eco-Centric Development.”

Unnati is a non-governmental organization working over the last 15
years for “civic leadership promotion and strengthening local self
governance.”

Gram Vikas, India is a rural development organization, working with
poor and marginalized communities of Orissa since 1979 making sus-
tainable improvements in the quality of life.

Secretariat

Practical Action, Sri Lanka, works with poor communities to develop
appropriate technologies in food production, energy, transport, shelter
and disaster mitigation.

International Conference
on Safe Schools

To share learning about issues related to
school safety against natural disasters and
to come up with recommendations for action
at national and regional levels, a three-day
International Conference on School Safety
was organized at Islamabad, Pakistan on
14-16 May, 2008 by Aga Khan Development
Network (AKDN).

The Aga Khan Planning and Building
Service, Pakistan and Focus Humanitarian
Assistance Pakistan, were the main
sponsors of the conference. basin-South
Asia has partnered with the organizers.The
conference is expected to be a catalyst of
change and will exhibit ‘consolidation of
awareness’ having a national focus with a
regional outlook. It is expected to influence
policy and reach a broader level
understanding of how to effectively address
school safety risks in the country and in the
region.

To know more about it:
http://www.schoolsafetyconference.org/
Pages/Objectives.html

Women from the villages handing over a model post
card to the Secretary, Ministry of Rural Development,
GOI, demanding for an integrated Rural Habitat
Policy

Zeenat Niazi
Programme Director – Habitat

Development Alternatives, New Delhi
zniazi@devalt.org

While the document details out policy supports
for a self-sustaining service delivery
mechanism for the whole rural society, it
highlights the needs and safeguards the
interests of the poor by ensuring rights to
homestead land, links with livelihoods and
easy options for finance.  Moreover, it argues
for an inclusive process with stakeholder
involvement in planning, management and
implementation.

The proposal was submitted to the
Government of India through the Secretary,
Rural Development and the Honourable
Minister of Rural Development in December
2007.  It is now with the Government of India
as a base paper for an imminent National Rural
Housing and Habitat Policy for India – the first
one of its kind in South Asia and one that would
address the habitat needs of village India in a
comprehensive manner.


